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Dich: Mai Trang

T6i nhGn dudc dnh cda Austin vao boén
gid chiéu thd Nam, khi dang ding trudc
mdy pha ca phé trong phong nghi, ludng
lu cd nén udng thém mot tdch ca phé nita
hay khdng. Trong dnh Ia hai chdn Austin
co gan khung kim loai tron c6 dinh cung
ban tay trdi gid ngon cdi |én cua cGu. Co
vé cGu tu chup no khi ndm trong bénh
viéEn mot minh.

T6i Iap tdc hiéu ra y nghia cdia bdc dnh
ay.

- Austin, cudi cung cbu cling lam roi a?

- U, thdng trudc. Gi§ t6i dang cao 1&én vin
vut day nay.

Lan cubi clung toi tro chuyén lGu vdi
Austin 1a khi cGu nghi viéc & cong ty dé
thuc hién phdu thudt tadng chiéu cao. Cdu
bdo rdng minh dang thu thap dua kiéu
théng tin vé phau thudit kéo dai chi va gidi
thich cho t6i vé cdc phuong phdp kéo dai
xuong 6ng chdn, tu ky thudt Ilizarov da
pho bién tU 1Gu dén ky thuat LON mdi
phdt trién gan dday. Austin ndi rdng néu
ap dung phudng phdp hién dai thi thdai
gian phuc héi sé ngdn haon va ciing it dau
ddn haon, nhung t6i nghe thé ciling thay du
dai va du dau lam roéi. Xem ra, rét cudc thi
cdu cling van thuc hién ca phau thudt dy.
T6i nhdn rdng cau that dinh va gui mot
biéu tugng cdm xuc gid ngon cdi. Austin
lGp tuc trd IGi.

- Ma c6 chuyén nay, Tommy g, to6i nhd
cGu moét viéc dugce khong?

- Nhg gl thé?

T6i vua tra IGi vua vo thdc nhiu may, nghi
rang khéng ching minh lai bi cuén vao
mot viéc phién ha nao day.

- T6i c6 dat mot goi hang tu 1Gu réi ma
gid ho mdi giao téi van phong. Cau mang
no tai bénh vién cho t6i dudc khong? Lau
lam r6i khong gdp nhau, t6i cling muodn
noi chuyén mot chut.
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Badn dich chi phuc vu hoc thudt va portfolio, khbng mang tinh thuong mai va khéng dugc chia sé ra ngodi.
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Dich: Mai Trang

T6i khong trd I8i ma budc ra khoi phong
nghi va di vé phia ché ngbi van con bd
trong cla Austin. Ngi ay bdy gid nhu mot
cdi kho tam bdg, dudi ban chat day nao
thing réng, ndo mang bong bdng khi,
gidy 16t than thién véi moi trudng, bdng
dinh gdi hang. Bung nhu I6i Austin, ndm
gifa déng thung réng lad mét chiéc hép
nho ddn nhan van chuyén quoc té.

Dad ba thdng tréi qua ké tU ngay Austin
réi cong ty. Trudc khi nghi viéc, chd ngobi
cua cdu con Ion x6n hon bday gid. Vi
Austin hiém khi chiu don dep xung quanh
nén madt ban ngdn ngdn tai liéu va gidy to
chang r6 [a gi hay édn phdm thai trang dd
logi, con dudgi dat lic ndo cling chat
chong it nhat ba, bén géi hang chua khui.
Chinh & cdi goéc bua bon day, Austin lam
cdng viéc bién tdp video, chuan bi tai liéu
hop, viét kich bdn phong van bdng nét
chr chi minh caGu mdi luan ra néi. Ba tung
cd mot thdi, t6i chi can ngdi tai chd va
quay dau sang la cé thé nhin thay ddang
vé Ay cua cAu.

Tinh dén n&fa ndm trudc, Austin van dudc
xem nhu khai qudoc cong than cla cong
ty. TOi biét dieéu doé ngay tU ngay dau tién
nhdn viéc. Trudng phong nhén su dan toi
di mot vong quanh van phong, gidgi thiéu
toi va&i tng ngudi, tai lugt Austin & phong
marketing mang xd hoi thi chi dua rdng
‘lam & day ma khdéng biét Austin thi la
gidn diép’. Cau ay chinh la nhdc tdi nhiing
video phdng van dudng phé do Austin I1én
y tudng va thuc hién, tung dat dudc lugt
xem bung noé trén Instagram Reels.

Old Dog Corporation |ad mét cong ty phdt
trién Ung dung ‘Old Dog’, mét chg doé cii
kiEm mang xd héi danh cho nhiing tin do
thsi trang vintage. Khi dudc hoi vé ndi
cdng tdc, nhan vién cla cong ty déu trd IGi
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Dich: Mai Trang

“lo mét cong ty IT khdi nghiép lai gilta
Musinsa va Carrot Market”. Austin la mot
trong nhiing thanh vién tu thai ky dau cla
cong ty. Khi con sot Tiktok bung 1én, cdc
nén tdng video ngdn nhu Instagram Reels
hay YouTube Shorts cling dudgc hinh thanh,
cGu da dé xudt phong marketing mang xa
héi cling nén vac may quay ra dudng. Cau
ndi rdng néu gdp nhitng ban tré dién quan
do vintage 8 nhitng khu nhu Seongsu hay
Hongdae roi hdi ho vé thai trang cda bdn
thdn, sau dé dung thanh video ngdn va
dang lén Instagram thi chdc chdn sé tao
dudc tiéng vang. Cau ciing tu tin rdng minh
co thé lam tét vai tro ngudi phong van, va
rot cuoc cdu da dung. Nhiing video do cdu
thuc hién chdng mdy choc da dat hang
chuc nghin lugt xem va bat dau nhdn dudc
su tdn dudng trong cong dong ngudi tré
tudi yéu thai trang.

Toi cling ting xem nhiing video ddy vai
lan. Ddng vé cua Austin khi xudt hién moét
goc trong video vdi vai trd ngusi phong van
hoan toan khdc vai hinh dnh ga trai cong
lung trén ghé xoay va nhin chong choc vao
man hinh mdy tinh. C&u dan dé&t cau
chuyén mot cdch tu nhién bdng cdch héi
doi phuang vi sao ho mua qudn do vintage,
tU bao gi¢ ho bat dau mé nhitng bé quan
do cl han la d6 mdi, va diéu gi khién phong
cdch thai trang nay thu hdt nhu vay. Khi
can, cdu cliing md rong dé tai tdi nganh
cdng nghiép thai trang. Chi can nghe cdu
ndi cling co thé biét thém dudc khoi diéu vé
thi trudng thai trang vintage, tUr nhitng bién
doi theo thai ky trong thiét ké clia chiéc do
I6ng Patagonia, dén d6 bén bi ciia mau do
khodc da chién va bomber do Alpha
Industries san xudt, hay vi thé ciia nganh
may madc Nhat Bdn vao thdp nién 80.
Austin trong video |l moét ngusi am hiéu,
hoat bdt, thudng tdng boc cdch phuc suc
va dién mao cua nhirng nguai dudgc phong
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Dich: Mai Trang

van [én may. Cdau la kiéu ngudi hoan toan
khdac vdi t6i, la loagi dan 6ng ma téi sé
chdang bao gid cé thé trd thanh.

Di nhién, khéng thé ndi nhu vdy vé moi
thdr. Austin la mo6t trong so rat it dan 6ng
thdp hon cd moét dla cao 1m64 nhu tdi. G
diém nay thi t6i cdm nhdn dudc mot thu
tinh déng chi yéu 6t vaéi cGu. Mat khdc, toi
cling dodn rdng viéc cbu toé ra di dom nhu
moét dién vién hai trong nhiing video kia
cling la hé qua cua tinh canh nay. Tuc la
mOt ngudi con trai cé ngodi hinh khong
bat mat nhu cdu, dé nhdn dudc thién cdm
va su chu y tir ngudi khdc thi phdi dién, va
cGu dang dién rat tron vai. Bay ciing
chinh la diéu ma téi da phadi co lam quen
khi 10 m6t nguai chuyén gidi nam, nhung
lai tuyét nhién chang thé nao thich nghi
dudc. Trong su6t thsi gian lam viéc tai
cong ty, viéc kho nhat vdi toéi chinh la tao
dung hinh anh cho bdn than. T6i khong
biét phdi lam thé ndo mdi dudc coi la mot
thdng dan 6ng 6n dp, hay dudc cong
nhdn & dan 6ng. Méi lan ndi chuyén
phiém véi dong nghiép, t6i lai quay cudng
tu van ting IGi ndi va ngdn ngilr ca thé cla
minh xem cé phu hgp khong. Tat nhién,
viéc ndy van tét hon nhiéu so vdéi nhiing
van dé cla ngay trudc, nhu khi tat den dé
tadm hay khi hodng loan vi nhin thay déng
bang vé sinh trong thung rdc nha vé sinh
cdng cong. DU tuyét nhién chdng thé so
sdnh vdéi cudc dsi cl cua t6i, dé van la
mot cudc song vé cung mét mai. Paoi ldc,
viec doi ddap mot I6i bong dua con gian
truGn hon cd cong viéc dugc giao pho hay
qudng dudng di lam kéo dai tdi ba tiéng
dong ho.
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Dich: Mai Trang

Toi khong biét chinh xdc tir khi ndo minh bat
dau song nhu mét thdng con trai. TU khi toi
con rat nhd, phan Idn ngudi xung quanh da
déu coi t6i nhu mot thdng bé.

Nhirng ndm phé thdng, moi ngudi nghi toi
nhu mot nam sinh cdp hai nhé hon hai, ba
tudi, va viéc dé tiép dién cho tdi téin khi t6i hon
hai muai tudi. Mdc du hinh dnh dé cling co
chut khdc biét vdi diéu t6i mong mudn, nhung
van chua phdi la diéu té nhat. Té nhat la khi
co ai do coi to6i nhu mot dda con gdi, mot co
gdi tré thudan khiét, khong thich lom ddng va
van khoéng quan tém tdi chuyén yéu duang.
May |a sau khi t6i bat dau tiém héc-mon tam
ba, bén thdng, khdng con ai nhin nhan toi
theo cdch dy nira. Co d6i lan t6i da phdi hing
chiu nhitng dnh mat xoi maéi dai dding téi muc
khong thé 18 di dudc 6 chon cong cdng, nhung
sau khi thuc hién phau thudt cét nguc, viéc ay
cling bién mat. Sau ca phdu thudt, cé mét
thai gian t6i thuong doét ngot dung chan khi
dang budc trén dudng dé Iang yén ngdm nhin
hinh dnh phdn chiéu ctia bdn than trén cla
kinh mot clra hang ven dudng. Trong dang ve
da thay doi qud nhiéu clia minh, trong dau toi
c vang vang IGi thodi clla mét bo phim noi
tiéng thai bay gic. Cudi cling, dung vay, cudi
cung cling dén ltc.

Khi tring tuyén vao Old Dog Corporation, toi
da tin rdng do la qudng thai gian sudn sé
nhat trong cudc dGi minh. DU chdng bao [Gu
sau thi t6i chia tay véi Hyeryeong, niém tin Ay
cling v3 tan tanh, nhung vao thai diém do, toi
da thuc su nghi nhu vdy. Téi van con nhd
cudc tro chuyén vai Hyeryeong vao dém sau
budi phdng van. Téi dé6 nang dodn tén tiéng
Anh cua CEO cong ty. Bay la mét cong ty
hudng dén su binh dang trong cong Viéc, vi
vGy moi nguGi déu goi nhau bdng tén tiéng
Anh, va tén cla gidm ddc la én tugng nhat.

“La gi nhi... Oscar? Hay Adrien, kiéu kiéu thé
ha?”
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Dich: Mai Trang

“Khong. Ggi y nhé, |a tén mot dao dién.”

“Pung bdo la Quentin? Quentin trong
Quentin Tarantino ay a?”

“Dlng rdi. Ong dy bdo minh 1& moét déng
minh.”

Chung toi vua cudi phd |én vua lai nhai cdi
tén Quentin, Quentin. Khi dy, hai dda dang
ngdi 8 qudn cocktail quen thudc, mét nai tu
nhdn |a than thién véi dan queer, ddng sau
gid rugdu cudi qudy bar con treo mot Id cd
cu vonag.

“Anh nghi cé khi minh sé dugc nhdn day.”

Toi via ndi vira ddn mat vao ld cs cau
vong, tudng tudng xem nod ban dén muc
nao dudi dnh den sdang ruc kia.

“MOt ngudi lay tén tiéng Anh |a Quentin thi
chdc ciing mudén ching té minh khéng cé
dinh kién gi, c6 vé sé tuyén mot ngudi
chuyén gidi.”

Nghe vday, Hyeryeong lac dau. Dao dy,
Hyeryeong thudng bdo rdng toi suy nghi
quad c6 chap trong cdc tinh huéng, rdng toi
dang cd gdng nhoi nhét quan diém ay vao
dau nang. Rdng nang da rat mét moi véi
diéu do roi.

“Néu co tring tuyén thi don gidn la do anh
gidi thoi. Hodc 1a ndng luc hién tai da toét roi,
hodc 10 ho nhin thdy tiém ndng & anh,”
Hyeryeong noi.

Di nhién, t6i cling muén doc long dé tin vao
I6i nang, nhung du la ldc d6 hay bdy qig,
diéu ay van chdng dé dang chut ndo. That
ra, dén gid tbi van ludn cdm kich Quentin vi
dd nhdn mot dda chuyén gidi nhung gidi
tinh hgp phdp van la nit nhu téi. Long biét
dn Ay, tU l4c nao da trd thanh thdi d6 khim
num, thiéu di niém tu hdo clia moét queer,
giong nhu Hyeryeong tung chi trich. Va thi
thodng, t6i cling cé cdm gidc tuong tu vdi
Austin. Khong hdn 1 cdm kich, ma néi cho
dung thi dé Ia mét cdm gidc tua nhu su
thdn thiét.
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Dich: Mai Trang

Austin, von 1d mot ngudi khéng cd cbng
viéc gi phdi lam clng t6i, bong dung lai bat
chuyén vdi t6i vao mot bubi chiéu trudc ky
nghi Ié dai ndm ngay. Khi t6i dang pha cd
phé va ldy bdnh keo trong phong nghi,
Austin budc dén va hdi toi rdng cd biét
chung t6i la ddng mén hay khéng.

“Toi hoc khoa Bdo chi va Tuyén truyén
khod 2009 & trudng day day.”

“That vay a?”

Toi khong ro luc dy minh da trung ra biéu
cdm gi nifa. Trong vai gidy ngdn ngui, téi da
kip tua qua dd cau héi nhu lam thé ndo ma
Austin lai biét dugc t6i hoc trudng gi, va liéu
cAu co biét dén t6i héi dai hoc - tuc la trude
khi t6i chuyén gidi hay khong. Néu cdu
nhdp hoc nam 2009 thi cGu va t6i co
khodng m6t ndm hoc cung nhau.

“HOm ndo minh di an mot bda di. Néu biét
cdu la hdu boi cung trudng dai hoc thi toi dd
bdt chuyén sém haon roi,” Austin néi.

Vao gidy phut ay, khdng hiéu sao noéi bat
an ctia t6i bong 1éng lai, cé 1€ vi cbu lién tuc
nhdn manh vé diém chung gilfa chung toi.
Du sao thi chung t6i cling da hen sé cung
dn trua tai nha hang Mexico gan céng ty
sau khi ky nghi [é két thic. Va két qud la
bubi gdp dau tién véi Austin da rat vui. Co
vé cAu chdng hé biét gi vé t6i hoi dai hoc.
Chung t6i vila nhom nhodm nhai taco,
qguesadilla va khoai tay chién chili, vtra tan
gau Vvé cong viéc clia ban than. Toi ké rdng
Quentin hay giao viéec mot cdch nhe tua
I6ng hdong, vi du nhu thém muc kich thudc
trén trang giao dich do cli cua Ung dung
Old Dog, ma nhing viéc ay thi ton biét bao
cong suc. Austin thi cau nhau rdng tim kiém
nhiing tay dién d6 vintage kiéu hipster ma
ngudi ta van thich khé khdn dén nhudng
nao. To6i cling hiéu dugc ndi khé tdm day cla
cau. Trén nhitng Instagram Reels cua Old
Dog, nhiing nhan vat dugdc quan tdm nhat
ld nhiing cdu trai mdc d6 vintage day
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Dich: Mai Trang

phong cdch, hay noi chinh xdac thi la
nhiing cGu ddng chudn madt dep, trong
nhu thé dudc Shia LaBeouf khai sdng
cho phong cdch thdi trang cda minh
vay. Mdi nghi théi cling thay rdng chdng
dé gi tim dudc nhirng ngudi nhu vay.

“Quay maday nhdn vién trong cong ty co
vé dé han day,” toi nai.

Au cling 1& chuyén hién nhién khi Old
Dog cling day ap nhitng anh chang dam
mé thdi trang vintage va thich an dién.
“Vay cling dudc ddy. G ddy cling nhiéu
ngudi ngau ma, nhi?”

“Chuan roi.”

Chung t6i gt gu dong tinh trong khi
sot taco van con dinh nguyén trén mép.
R6i t6i chdt nghi ra rdng minh da tung
nghe ké vé Austin. Sau khi vao cong ty,
trong budi lién hoan tGp thé duy nhat
ma toi tung tham gia, mot ngudGi bén
phong marketing thuong hiéu da ké
rdng Austin tinh tuGng dén mdc chi can
liEc mo6t cdi lad cod thé nhdn ra mbét mon
do cé phdi la hang Polo that hay khdng.
Thém chi, néu dung la hang chinh hang,
cAu con co thé dodn dugc nd da dudc
san xudt vao khodng ndm nao. T6i dem
chuyén nay xdc minh lai v&i Austin.

“T6i gidi nhin ra cdi dep dy ma.”

Austin chdng xdc nhan dung sai, chi
tdm tim cugi va nai vay. Toi hiéu ngay y
cua cu. Cau khong phai mét nguai dep
trai, thGn hinh coi coc, ty Ié co thé ciing
khong can d6i. Vdy nhung cdu van phai
lugn 16 trén dudng pho, tim kiém nhirng
anh chang dep dé, ddng chudn nhu
ngudi mau va trung dién db6 vintage.
Viéc ay, xét cho cung, ciing chdng lay gi
lam dé chiju.

“T6i thi chang biét cdi gi mdéi la dep.
Lam viéc & ddy ma khoéng cé mat tham
my thi cing khong 6n Iam.”
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Dich: Mai Trang

T6i ndi, quyét tdm cdu van bau khong khi
guong gao. Austin lién ddp tha nhu vay chdng
tot han sao.

“Xem trang giao dich clia Old Dog la thdy
nhiing ngudi san sang dot 500 nghin won dé
mua mot cdi do 16ng Patagonia Synchilla ra
mat ti 20 ndm trudc, du 3 nha qudn do da chat
d6ng nhu ni rdi. G déy ai cling ra rd thdi trang
vintage la than thién véi maéi trudng, 1a thdi
trang thay thé ndy no, nhung ai ma tin may thur
Ay chd. Cling child... m& mat vi cdi dep thoi.”

T6i gat dau. Thanh thdt ma ndi, dé cling chinh
xdc I& cdm gidc clia téi vé cong ty ké tur khi vao
lam. Mdc du goi la thai trang bén vimng, nhung
qudn do ndi ndy bdn cling chang phdi quan do
cl don thuan. Néi cho dung thi chidng la quan
do hang hiéu, dudc sdn xudt trong nhitng thai
ky cu thé, roi dudgc gan vao nhing Igi diém bdn
hang va dem di bdn lai véi gid cao gdp may lan
gid xudt xusdng.

“Ali cling thich cdi dep ma.”

“PUng roi. Qudn do cling vay, con ngudi cling
vay.”

R6i Austin doi chii dé sang mot qudn ca phé
rang xay rat ngon & gan day va ru toi téi do.
Budi chiéu day, khi dang nhdm nhi tdch ca phé
ddm vi ma Austin da chon gidp, t6i chat nhd lai
cdi ngdy clng Hyeryeong di theo dodn diéu
hanh Pride clia cong dong queer. Bd la mot
ngdy oi d, dodn diéu hanh thdng tién vao mét
con dudng nhua khong chut bong rdm. Trén
chiéc xe tdi di trudc mat chung t6i Ia Mot top
nam gidi dé tran than trén, khdp ngudi la nhing
hinh vé cau vong hodc chlr ‘QUEER’ hay
‘PRIDE. Ho von di sé diing trén day ma biéu
dién gi dé don gidn hodc ho khau hiéu, nhung
co Ié Vi tiét tréi ndng bic, ho chi ding tua vao
thanh xe, 1Gu 1du lgi vay tay va nhin xuéng. Toi
c’ chdm chdm nhin vao nhiing than hinh chai
chuét va bdéng lodng [én vi mo hoi clia ho Vdi
mot cdm gidc [é loi. Khi dd, t6i da phau thudt cat
nguc thanh cong, nhung t6i van chdng hé muén
cGi do dé tran nhu nhig con ngudi dy.
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